
 

Mr. Steele’s Account of the Fight and the Official Report of General Sam Houston 

Teacher’s Guide 
Group Discussion and Presentation to Class 

 
1) Print out Group Discussion Worksheets. 

2) Divide class into groups for in-class discussion OR give as homework and permit group 
discussion on the following day. 

3) Explain the importance of analyzing different documents (primary sources) for historical 
understanding. 

4) Allow 5-10 minutes of group work.  Ask representatives to read the passages    “in 
character” and share the similarities and differences of the accounts. 

5) Show the primary source document, from which the statements were taken, on the 
Portal to Texas History. (link & citation below)                                                

 (**see the image of the primary source under R4E ‘Preparatory Resources’) 

     Notes on Presentations 

Group 1 ____________________________________________________ 

Group 2 ____________________________________________________ 

Group 3 ____________________________________________________ 

Group 4 ____________________________________________________ 

 

Steele, Alfonso. Biography of Private Alfonso Steele (Deceased) Last Survivor of the Battle of San Jacinto, 
Together with Mr. Steele's Account of the Campaign and Fight, and the Official Report of General Sam Houston, 

With Complete Roster of the Commands Composing the Little Army., Book, [ca. 1925]; digital images, 
(http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth46832), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to 

Texas History, http://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting University of North Texas Libraries, Denton, Texas. 
 



 

Mr. Steele's Account of the Fight and the Official Report of General Sam Houston 

Group 1 

Private Steele: 

 

General Houston: 

 

 

List the similarities between the two statements. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the differences between the two statements? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

In your own words, describe what happened when the troops reached Harrisburg. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Mr. Steele’s Account of the Fight and the Official Report of General Sam Houston 

Group 2 

Private Steele: 

 

General Houston: 

 

List the similarities between the two statements. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the differences between the two statements? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

In your own words, describe what happened after the troops left Harrisburg. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Mr. Steele’s Account of the Fight and the Official Report of General Sam Houston 

Group 3 

Private Steele: 

 

General Houston: 

 

List the similarities between the two statements. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the differences between the two statements? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

In your own words, describe what happened when the troops crossed Vince’s Bayou. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Bonus Question: What are beeves? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Mr. Steele’s Account of the Fight and the Official Report of General Sam Houston 

Group 4 

Private Steele: 

 

General Houston: 

 

 

List the similarities between the two statements. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the differences between the two statements? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

In your own words, describe Colonel Sherman’s impact at the beginning of the battle. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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